RELATIVE SIZE OF

MORANE MONOPLANE

Lone Canadian Aviator in British
Monoplane Attacks and Destroys
German Dirigible Monster in
Thrilling Cloud Battle, Only to
Fall to Death a Few Days Laer.

CARCELY had the echoes died

away from Germany's celebration

of the fifteenth anniversary of

Count Zeppelin's first successful
flight in a dirigible balloon than the
Zeppelin was dethroned as King of the
Air Now {t's the Morane monoplane
that must rank as the greatest craft of
the air, at least for military purposes.
The Morane won Its spurs above the
fleld of honor and in fair fight

The pame of Sub-Lleutenant Reginald
Alexander John Warneford will go down
in aerial history as the first aviator to
attack and destroy a Zeppelin single-
handediy. It may be done many Llimes
before the war Is over, but Warneford
was first to perform the feat.

It was one of the most polgnant of
the minor tragedies of the war that
the man who dethroned the Zeppelln
loat his life a few days later while sim-
ply taking an American correspondent
on an exhibition flight. The life was
erushed out of Warneford when hiz ma-
chine fell near Buc, France. His pas-
penger, Henry Beach Needham, was also
killed. Although the lleutenant lived
but a few dayvs after his daring exploit Iin
bringing down a Zeppelin, he lived long
enough to see his name emblazoned In
print as_one of the greatest heroes of
the war. His name will not soon be for-
gotten, even though Warneford himself
is no more.

Unaided and unsupported, so to speak,
he attacked one of Count Zeppelin's
monsters as it was relurning from a
eoast raid on England. By a mighty
upward drive Warneford got above the
dirigible, hit 1t with a bomb and sent it
erashing to the earth, a flaming mass of
twisted iron. Its ecrew of twenty-eight
men perished miserably. Two nuns and
two children were also killled, as the
burning monster crushed a convent In
fts fall.

But that was not the end of Warne-
ford's adventurs. Whea the imcendiary .

bomb struck the dirigible, the explosion
and tremendous burst of flame created
such a whirlpool of air that Warneford's
machine was o¢verturned and It, also,
plunged to the earth. But the daring
gub-lieutenant managed to right It just
before he landed behind the German
lines. Although fired on by a detach-
ment of Germans half a8 mile away, the
aviator restarted hia propellor and tri-
umphantly soared far away out of dan-
ger. He returned safely to the British
quarters in Belgium, where the fight of
the monoplane and Zeppelin took place.

Such, in brief. was Lieatenant Warne-
ford’s work when he dethroned the
mighty Zeppelin ax king-warrior of the
nir Now, Warneford's successful at-
tack and the fallure of the Zeppelin
attacks on London and Paris have done
much to destroy the fear of the Zeppelin.
England argues that if one aviator in &
monoplane can destroy a fully armed
and equlpped dirigible, the corps of
aviators guarding London can certalnly
prevent any extensive damage by alr
raiders.

So the peril of the Zeppelin does not
loom nearly so large as it did during the
first months of the war. It is too vulner-
able to attack, too helpless when assailed
from above. A monoplane, much swifter
and easier to handle, can outmaneuver
the unwieldy dirigible, just as Sub-
Lieutenant Warneford did the Zeppelin
he destroyed over the city of Gbent.

Warneford was a Canadian. He learned
flying last winter at the Royal Naval Alr
Station at Hendon, near London, under
Commandr John Cyril Porte, formerly of
the Wanamaker transatiantic expedition.
He received hig certificate from the Royal
Aero Club as pllot February 16.
signed first to the President, an
pautical tender,
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balf way betweenm Brussels and Ghent
sighted the Zeppelin, salling about 6,000
feet high. apparently returning from a
raid on the English coast. The dirigible
was about fifteen miles away when
Warneford sighted it. The time was
2:30 o'clock in the morning, but dawn
breaks early in Belgium during the sum-
mer months.

The British aviator hastily pumped
more fuel into his motors and began a

apnd commenced a rapid bombardment
Warneford walted

the next four, but they omly punctured
the vast hide of the balloon. The aviator

the blazing dirigible had alighted, the
Briton succeeded in righting his plane
and gliding to safety in an open plane
half a mile from a German detachment.

Although the enemy imnstantly opened
fire on him, Warneford coolly adjusted
his ecraft, started the propellor and
darted away before the Germans could
reach him. He arrived safely at British
headquarters.

8o the littie David of the air met and
conquered the mighty Gollath. The tiny
Morane monoplane downed the
Zeppelin and a new record in aerial war-
fare was written. Hereafter the Zep-
pelins will not hold near the terror for
the people of London and the English

“l reserved mysell and my ammuni-
tion for further adventures, and pro-
ceeded on my journey at an increased
height. All of a sudden I perceived on
the horizon, about midway between
Ghent and Brussels, a Zeppelin flying
fast at a height of about 6,000 feet. 1
immediately flew towards it and when I
was almost over the monster I descended
about fifteen metres and flung six bombs
at {t. The sixth struck the emvelope of
the ship fair and square In the middle.

“There instantly was a terrible explo-

solutely upside down.
loop the loop In spite of myself.
thought for a moment that the end of

everything had come.
“*During the whirl I had the pleasure
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cacy of the Zeppelin as a war craft is far
below Its assumed worth, and also that
the Germans do not use noninflammable
gas, as had been contended, in the opinion
of Henry Woodhouse, governor of the
Aero Club of America.

*“The aviator must have dropped an in-
cendiary bomb upon the Zeppelin,” said
Mr. Woodhouse, “and If this is true, he
‘has taught-aviators and the world gener-
ally that Zeppelins, with their eighteen
compartments, filled .with 700,000 cubie
feel of inflammable gas, are easy to de-
stroy. It will inspire confidence among
e aviators in London, and it will doubt-
less prompt the Germans not to send
out a fieet of Zeppelins to any point
during the daytime, when they are liable
to attack by a fleet of aeroplanes.

“The results of the Zeppelin raids
over l.ondon and the east coast of Eng-
land show conclusively that they are not
potential as instruments of war. The
damage done by them could have beem
inflicted by aeroplanes, costing onily a
fraction of the expense of constructing
dirigibles. The destruction of a Zeppe-
lin involves an immense waste of lives
and property, say about twenty-five men,
while the destruction of an aeroplane
means only the loss of one or two lives.

“The explosion of a monster Zeppelin
at an elevation of six thousand feet would
cause a terrific aerial disturbance, and
might well draw down any other aerial
craft within six hundred feet. But this

/out of the zone with comparatively little
danger.

“1 think this incident practically elimi-
nates the Zeppelin as & war machine that
fs to be feared as a great destroying
force.”

Similar views were expressed by
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